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Debbie Henney, FTE Director of Curriculum
Receives Bessie B Moore Service Award
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for Teaching Economics is proud to announce that Debbie Henney, director
of curriculum for the Foundation for Teaching Economics (FTE), was selected
as the recipient of the Bessie B. Moore Service Award
(https://www.naee.net/proawards) by the National Association of Economic
Educator (NAEE). She was presented the honor at the NAEE conference
earlier this month. As one of the featured speakers during the event, Henney
gave a lecture on “Saving the World $50 Billion at a Time.”

The Bessie B. Moore Service Award recognizes those who have had a
significant impact on the delivery and enhancement of economic education, as well as an affiliation with the National Association
of Economic Educators (NAEE) or the Civics and Environmental Education (CEE) organizations.
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This award is named in honor of Bessie Grace Boehm Moore’s legacy, who
dedicated her life to organize and conduct economic education programs.
Moore’s programs gained board and community support, operated on a
sound financial basis, reached virtually all Arkansas schools and attained
national recognition for teacher curriculum projects, serving as a model to
other states.
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“It’s not so important that they be able to use the lingo or memorize the shift
cost curves. I want them to walk away with just that basic economic way of
thinking.”

– Debbie Henney 

Debbie has dedicated her career to enhancing economic education as a professor and director of the honors program at Mesa
Community College (https://www.mesacc.edu/) and in her current role as director of curriculum for the FTE. Prior, she spent
10 years teaching economics to high school students, was the executive director of the Arizona Council on Economic Education
and the president of the Arizona Council for the Social Studies.

“I have worked closely with Debbie for over 15 years and there is no one more
deserving of this award. She is a shining example of our faculty, and we are
honored to have her as our curriculum director.”

– Ted Tucker, Executive Director of FTE

In a recent episode of the Liberty + Leadership Podcast (https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/debbie-henney-on-
teaching-economics/id1505365299?i=1000603287564), Henney shared that she approaches her lessons as if she’s giving the
students “the only economics class they’ll ever have
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“It’s not so important that they be able to use the lingo or memorize the shift
cost curves,” she explained. “I want them to walk away with just that basic
economic way of thinking. So that wherever they go, they can be that critical
thinker.”

In addition to her classroom instruction, Henney writes economic
education lessons for the K-12 classroom and regularly presents workshops,
in-service trainings and week-long residential programs for schools, teachers

and students in Arizona and around the country.

Ted Tucker, executive director of TFAS high school programs, said Debbie is an exemplary model of an FTE-trained teacher as
he congratulated her on the honor.

“I have worked closely with Debbie for over 15 years and there is no one more deserving of this award,” he said. “She is a
shining example of our faculty, and we are honored to have her as our curriculum director. She knows how to engage a
classroom with ideas that stick, teaching students how to apply the economic way of thinking in their everyday lives, while at the
same time instilling a passion for economic freedom.”

FTE congratulates Debbie Henney on this well-deserved honor! Hear more about Debbie’s profound teaching career on the
Liberty + Leadership Podcast (https://open.spotify.com/episode/1CZjXCn2Q8HVDdzePyndoo).
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JANUARY 28, 2023

FTE Pays Tribute to Jerry
Hume

(https://www.fte.org/fte-pays-
tribute-to-jerry-hume/) It is with
deep sadness that we announce
the loss of William J. Hume,
known as Jerry Hume, former
Chairman of the Board for the
Foundation for Teaching
Economics. He played a
significant role in the shaping of
the Foundation for Teaching
Economics and he will…

OCTOBER 27, 2022

Why We Should Be
Teaching Students
Economic Literacy

(https://www.fte.org/23817-2/)
Ted Tucker, Executive Director,
Foundation for Teaching
Economics October 26, 2022
More high schools are offering
courses on personal finance – but
what about economics? When 17-
year-old Jerry Marnell thought
about heading off to college,
economics seemed…

AUGUST 13, 2021

Join the FTE Team:
Student Program
Coordinator

(https://www.fte.org/join-the-fte-
team-student-program-
coordinator/) ABOUT FTE
Established in 1975, the
Foundation for Teaching
Economics’ mission is to
introduce young individuals to an
economic way of thinking about
national and international issues,
and to promote excellence in
economic education by helping
teachers of…
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